Key Elements of Reading Instruction and Components in a 

Comprehensive Literacy Framework 

This chart illustrates how the key elements of reading instruction are woven into a comprehensive literacy framework. For example, if educators engage in Shared Reading (e.g., reading a big book with a group) they can read this chart to see which of the six key elements are taught or reinforced in this activity. Assessment should be ongoing and integrated throughout the many components. In Module 4, the key elements and components highlighted will be introduced.

	Key Elements of Reading Instruction


	*Components in a Comprehensive Literacy Framework

	
	Reading Aloud
	Shared Reading
	Guided Reading
	Independent Reading
	Writing Aloud
	Shared Writing
	Interactive Writing
	Guided Writing/ Writers’ Workshop
	Independent Writing
	Word Study

	Oral language and language development
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	x

	Phonemic awareness, letter knowledge, and concepts of print
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	The alphabetic code: Phonics and Decoding
	
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Fluency
	x
	x
	x
	x
	
	
	x
	x
	x
	

	Vocabulary
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x

	Text comprehension
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	


*Components refer to the broad category of instructional approaches that are part of a comprehensive literacy framework. The components include reading aloud, shared reading, guided reading, independent reading, writing aloud, shared writing, interactive writing, guided writing, independent writing, and word study. A teacher may use different approaches within a component.

