Snapshot Profile of Reading Instructional Practices

	Educator: _________________
	Self-Reflection

Date: ________
	Peer Check

Date: ________
	Other

Date: ________

	Reading Aloud
	
	
	

	· Reads with expression (e.g., varies tone and pitch of voice; reads softly, loudly; shows emotion).

· Shows print and pictures.

· Talks about new words that students may not know.

Before reading: 

· Activates background knowledge while holding the book and showing its pictures.

· Asks questions about the topic or context of text.

· Turns the pages and has students attend to and discuss pictures.

· Asks students to predict.

During reading: 

· Stops periodically to engage students.
· Models and asks interpretive questions about the stories.

· Responds to student questions.

· Talks about  the author’s craft.

· Asks students about their predictions.

· Discusses the setting, main characters, and plot.

· Asks to compare newly introduced text with previously read material.

After reading:

· Asks students to re-tell or dramatize the written text.

· Encourages students to illustrate stories that have been read in class.

· Allows students to react to the written text.

· Compares students’ predictions to authors’ ending.

· Compares and contrasts different authors and stories.
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	Educator: _________________
	Self-Reflection

Date: ________
	Peer Check

Date: ________
	Other

Date: ________

	Shared Reading
	
	
	

	· Explains concepts of print.
· Uses a variety of texts.
· Leads students in shared or choral reading.
· Points under the words while reading big books.
· Invited students to join the expert reader.
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	Phonological and Phonemic Awareness
	
	
	

	Models identifying sounds by:

· Using syllables. 

· Connecting word study to real text.

· Focusing students’ attention on rhyming words through songs, poems, plays, nursery rhymes, etc.

· Conducting phonemic awareness activities by teaching one or more of the following orally or with letters.

· Stories are made up of sentences.

· Sentences are made up of words.

· Words are made up of syllables.

· Syllables (or words) are made up of individual sounds.

· Teaches students in small groups.
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	Phonics/Word Recognition
	
	
	

	· Explicitly teaches: 

· Alphabetic principle, letter-sound correspondence.

· Familiar spelling patterns with prompts.

· Decoding (phonics, context, language cues).

· High frequency words.

· Introduces letters and sounds systematically and explicitly.

· Teaches basic sight words.

· Points out sight words and/or decodable words.

· Uses small group instruction.
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	Educator: _______________________
	Self-Reflection

Date: ________
	Peer Check

Date: ________
	Other

Date: ________

	Independent Reading
	
	
	

	· Schedules appropriate time.

· Provides appropriate materials.

· Opportunities for discussion.

· Provides access to a wide variety of text.

· Provides choice.
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	Writing Activities
	
	
	

	· Models/activities for letters and words.

· Allows students to select topics.

· Provides extended writing opportunities.

· Shares writing.

· Reinforces skills and strategies learned.

· Points out that letters represent sounds as the educator or students write.

· Provides opportunities for students to make written representations.

· Encourages students to write letters that represent certain sounds.

· Models the writing process. 
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	Codes: NS = Not Started   B = Beginning   C = Consistently Implementing   NA = Not Applicable


Adapted with permission from University of Alaska Southeast (2002).

