Reading Aloud to Students

Reading aloud occurs when teachers read text to their students. The text could be a book, poem, or newspaper article. Ideally, students should come to school with a rich background of being read to at home. However, many children don’t have these experiences. This should not stop teachers from reading aloud. All children benefit from being read to daily in the school environment, beginning on the first day of school and continuing through their entire school experience. 
According to Fountas and Pinnell (1996), the following are benefits of reading aloud to students: 

· Involves students to read for enjoyment.

· Demonstrates reading for a purpose.

· Develops a sense of story.

· Increases vocabulary.

· Expands language.

· Promotes oral language development.

· Creates a community of readers.

· Makes complex ideas available to students.

· Establishes known texts to use for writing and other activities.

Reading aloud is especially important because it develops listening comprehension, an initial step before reading  (Routman, 2003). Through reading aloud, teachers are able to lay the foundation for comprehension by identifying story elements, pointing out story structure, and modeling various comprehension strategies. According to Robb, “learning to read and reading to learn should be happening simultaneously and continuously” (2000, para. 1). What teachers model while reading aloud will serve as a reminder of what students should do while they interact with text. 

How is reading aloud implemented?

Time and text selection are critical factors in implementing reading aloud. Reading aloud takes 10-15 minutes and can be incorporated during any time of the school day. Most teachers read aloud during transitional times, such as after lunch or at the end of the school day. 

Selecting an appropriate read aloud text is important. The text should be interesting, engaging, and read with expression to demonstrate the joy of reading. The text can be written one or two years above the students’ actual grade level. This exposes students to new vocabulary, grammar, and information that they may not be able to read themselves. Reading aloud is the perfect opportunity to introduce students to a wide variety of genres (a category used to identify different types of works such as poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and informational texts). 

Classroom Management Tips

Prior to implementing read alouds, teachers should ask themselves the following reflective questions:

· What strategies or techniques (e.g., questioning the text, pointing while reading) will I model?

· What text will I select that will support the strategies I plan to model? 

· Will I read the text continuously without any interruptions?

· Where will my students be sitting during the read aloud (e.g., at their desks, in a large group area)?

Classroom Application: Implementing Read Aloud

Select two of the read aloud strategies in the book On Solid Ground, pp. 81-90. Each day, read aloud a book to your class and demonstrate the strategy. Model one of the strategies for two days and the other for three days. Record the titles and the strategy on the Read Aloud Comment Sheet in this lesson. 

