Phonics

Phonics is the relationship between the letters of the written language and the sounds they make (the alphabetic principle). It is a key component in a comprehensive reading program. In order to be effective, phonics instruction must be:

Systematic – the instruction is organized into a logical sequence.

Explicit – direct instruction, with modeling, and guided and independent practice.

Fast paced – quick and does not take longer than 10-15 minutes.

Linked – connected to authentic reading and writing situations.

Each day, 10 minutes can be spent on explicit phonics instruction. It is essential to provide opportunities for students to see how phonics is connected to reading and writing. Phonics instruction should be embedded in various parts of reading instruction (e.g., during shared reading) and shown how it is used in context. Research says, “although children need to be taught the major consonant and vowel letter-sound relationships, they also need ample reading and writing activities that allow them to practice using this knowledge” (NIFL, 2001, 17).

A phonics program should include the teaching of consonant sounds, vowel sounds, syllabication and high frequency words (see examples below). If your school has a core-reading program (e.g., Harcourt Brace’s Trophies series), you may look at the instructional guide to determine how the sequence of phonics instruction is taught. 

CONSONANT SOUNDS

· Initial consonants

· Consonant digraphs (e.g., sh, wh, th, ch)

· Consonant blends (e.g., st, br, cl, etc.),

· Substituting initial consonant sounds

· Sounding consonants at the end of words

· Silent consonants

· High frequency words  

· Contractions and plurals

· Inflectional endings (e.g., ed, ing) 

· Compound words

VOWEL SOUNDS

· Short vowels

· Long vowels

· Consonant vowel combinations

· CVC (red)

· CVVC (read)

SYLLABICATION

· Identifying words by dividing into syllables (i.e., chunks of sounds)

                    Example: 
two syllables: jump/ing

three syllables: tel/e/phone

