Language Experience Approach

The Language Experience Approach (LEA) is an approach to language learning in which the students’ oral compositions are written down and used as materials of instruction for reading, writing, spelling, speaking, and listening (Harris & Hodges, 1995). According to Weaver, “The importance of relating the individual’s oral language to written language and of relating reading to writing is emphasized in the motto Anything I can say, I can write; anything I can write, I can read” (1988, p. 58). 

LEA is an effective beginning reading approach for students who speak in the vernacular. In this approach, the material matches the students’ language and concept knowledge and is a form of guided reading and guided writing.

The benefits of LEA include:

· Using the language structure and vocabulary of the students.

· Students having the background knowledge and experience needed to read back what was written with good understanding.

· The written text being very predictable because the students created it.

· The material being read and re-read, thereby developing fluency.

· The text becoming a record of the students’ progress with the language.

Lessons using LEA can be presented in the following sequence:

1. Begin the LEA lesson with an experience that the students have shared together. This will serve as the motivating activity (see below for examples). 

2. Create written prompts (possibly including pictures or artwork) that relate to the activity to generate oral responses from the students. 

3. Present each prompt to the students and record student responses on a whiteboard or chart paper. The scribe could also be an aide, parent, or more experienced student.

4. Ask students to read the responses/writing aloud. 

5. Extensions for this lesson could include having the students write their own text and then read back what was written. This option serves as a step toward helping students become independent readers of what other people have written. 

6. Publish the text as a book for the classroom library and/or individual students’ reading material.

The motivating activity for the LEA lesson might include one or more of the following:

· Discussion of an experience that is common to everyone.

· Poem that the students listen to, choral read, or partner read.

· Retelling of a personal experience.

· Read aloud followed by a retelling or an extension activity.

· Cooking activity.

· Response to a picture(s). 

· Science experiment.

· Field trip.

· Wordless book.

· Letter/Thank you note.

· Art project.

While planning an LEA lesson, keep these steps in mind: 

· Provide a motivating activity (see list above).

· Write exactly what the student says and do not correct the student’s phrasing. It is the student’s language used that will assist with the rereading. 

· Ensure the students see what is being written. It will assist with their understanding on how oral language and print is connected

· Sit parallel to the students and repeat what is being written.

· Stop regularly and ask, “Did I write what you wanted?  “Do you want me to change anything?” (Rigg, 1981), 

· “It is vital that the teacher accept the students’ phrasing without correcting.” (Rigg, 1981)If you change a student’s phrasing, it is less readable.

· An LEA lesson shouldn’t be changed into a grammar lesson.

· The text provides assessment information about what to focus on next.

Classroom Application: Planning and Implementing an LEA Lesson 
Plan an LEA lesson for a student or a group of students who are at a beginning reading level and would benefit from this approach (see LEA Lesson Plan: Format and LEA Lesson Plan: Sample Lesson in this lesson). 

A lesson might include these parts:

· Students’ names

· Grade/Reading level

·   Which students will be grouped together?

·   What are their reading levels?

· Focus/Standard(s)

·   Which literacy strategies will you emphasize?

·   What standard(s) are you targeting?

· Motivating event
· What event, book, poem, experience, or questions will you use to start the discussion? 
· Dictation (write what the students say) 
· Gather the students back as a whole group. How will you generate a response? Take dictation while the students are sharing their experience. 

· First reading of LEA material

· After taking the students’ dictation, have them read the text. This can be used as an informal assessment—observe what the students did well and what help might be needed.

· After reading
· What possible discussion questions and/or strategies might you help the students with after the first reading? 
Follow Up-
· How will the students apply what they have learned?
