Interactive Writing



One way to integrate phonics into your everyday instruction is through the use of interactive writing. Interactive writing is a process in which you and your students work together to compose and record meaningful messages. Messages are not more than a few sentences in length because the students are expected to re-read the text. Interactive writing illustrates to students the building up and the breaking down process between reading and writing (Fountas & Pinnell, 1996). The goal of the writing is to develop students’ independent reading and writing strategies and help them understand its relationship. The messages are written with correct spelling and attention is paid to letter formation and spacing. Keep in mind that the writing may be a bit messy since you and various students are sharing the pen (i.e., you and the students take turns writing).

Interactive writing is a particularly powerful tool to help students learn about the conventions of print and phonics. Through interactive writing, they learn about:

· Arrangement of text on a page, such as left to right and top to bottom.

· Letter-sound correspondence.

· Upper and lower case letter formation.

· Letter combinations (digraphs such as sh, th, and blends such as st, br).

· Blending letters to sound out words.

· Word families.

· Sight words.

· Punctuation.

· Spacing between words and between lines.

· Paragraphing. 

Components of an Interactive Writing Lesson
Interactive writing requires several steps. They are grouping students, selecting a purpose, composing the text, reinforcing written conventions, re-reading the text, and summarizing the learning. To conduct an interactive writing lesson, you will need the following:

· A group of children. 

· An area to conduct the lesson where all group members can sit.

· A large chart pad (preferably on an easel).

· Pointer (or a large stick/object to point to the words).

· Markers. 

· Correction tape (tape is used to cover mistakes; do not use transparent tape).

Although it would be ideal to have all of the supplies listed above, interactive writing can also be implemented by using chalk and a chalkboard.

The instructional overview and sequence can be presented in the following order:

1. Grouping Students – Gather the whole class. An alternative option to whole group instruction is small group targeted instruction with students who have similar reading levels or needs. For example, you may decide to work with a group of students who need assistance with high frequency words or with long vowels. How the groups are formed is entirely up to you as long as it is purposeful. 

2. Selecting a Purpose – What purpose will the writing serve? In the group, discuss a learning experience (e.g., field trip, story time) that all of the students have shared. Sometimes, you may have to create the learning experience as part of the lesson. Structure the discussion so that it facilitates the format and function of the interactive writing text. For example, if you want the students to write the directions for completing a task, you may want to include vocabulary such as “first,” “next,” and “then” or use question prompts like “Then what is the next step?” It’s important for all students in the group to be involved in this activity so they can apply what they learn to the writing. The goal is to start a conversation with the group and have them negotiate what they will write. 
3. Composing the Text – Repeat what the students have said and then have them repeat after you to make sure they all understand what will be written. When everyone agrees what will be written, select different students to take turns constructing different parts of the text on large chart paper. As an extra activity you may also have them record the group writing individually in response logs/journals.

4. Reinforcing Written Conventions – When writing, the conventions of written language are used. If a student makes a mistake, it is immediately corrected with correction tape or a piece of paper glued over the error. Conventional spelling helps children understand the complex processes involved in spelling a word that go beyond simple letter-sound correspondence. As the students write, ask them prompts referring to letter-sound connections about spacing, sounding out, etc. For example, ask, “What sound does the word because start with?” or “How do you make the letter b?” Continue to verbally reinforce skills and strategies that are being used. For example, you could say something like “I notice when Mary is writing, she is making spaces between each word” or “I know the word because it starts with a b just like Brian’s name.” 

5. Re-Reading the Text – When students are finished writing, have them re-read what they wrote. This helps them see that reading and writing are reciprocal processes that directly relate to oral language and writing. 

6. Summarizing the Learning – Finally, you will want to end the lesson by summarizing what the students learned. For example, you could say, “Today we learned how to write directions. Can someone share what he/she learned?” The text used in interactive writing can then be used for shared or independent reading.

Helping students become independent should be a goal for all teachers. One way to achieve this is by using prompts. Below is a list of prompts you should use with students while engaging in reading and writing activities. More ideas can be found in Word Matters (Fountas & Pinnell, 1998).

	Prompts
	What to Ask/Tell Your Students

	Sound Analysis
	· Clap the parts you hear.

· What do you hear first?

· What do you hear last?

· What is the first sound you hear, the next sound, etc.?

· Say the word slowly. What do you hear?

	Visual Analysis
	· Does it look right?

· It sounds like that letter, but it’s a different letter.

· What would look right there?

· You’re almost right. What else could it be? 

· Think about another word that looks like that.

· You need a vowel next.

· There is a silent letter next.

	Revisit and Reinforce


	· What words did you already know how to write?

· What were some of the tricky parts?

· How will you remember these tricky parts next time?

· What is a new word that you know how to write?

· Are there compound words, contractions, and words with prefixes and suffixes?

· What words sound exactly like they look?

· What words have more letters than sounds?


Classroom Application: Interactive Writing Lesson

Plan and implement an interactive writing lesson. When you are done, complete the Interactive Writing Lesson Questionnaire on the following page.

