
not prettier than another piece of
land; to the owner it is the most valu-
able piece of land on the planet,
because he or she owns it. Lastly,
because of modern transportation (the
jet airplane), modern transportation of
ideas and elements of culture (the
Internet and the Web), and the pre-
dominant use of one language in the
business world (i.e., English), cultures
from around the world end up meeting
in all types of places on the earth—
including the CNMI. Whether we
choose to emphasize our similarities—
like the fact that all of us have a cul-
ture and part of having a culture is
being interested in and accepting of all
the other people that have cultures
too—or whether we choose to magnify
our differences depends on what type
of community we want to live in. Do
we want to be able to walk around
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and take steps to ensure that our chil-
dren learn this language, and every
time we buy or hold on to existing
land so that our children and their
children will have a place to live and
even to create passive income from,
then we preserve our culture. We
accomplish much more from these
activities than from the energy we give
to believing that “my culture is better
than someone else’s.” Let’s clarify this
point. A culture is something that
simply is. It is not better or more than
another culture, and it can’t be worse
or less than another culture—it just
is. Our language is just a way in which
we communicate with one another;
our language can’t be richer or more
important—neither can it be poorer or
less important—than another lan-
guage. Land is the place we live and
where we raise our children. Land is

In Memoriam
Former American Samoa Director of Education and Pacific Resources for
Education and Learning (PREL) Board Chair, Malaetele Dr. Lui Tuitele, passed
away on February 26.

Malaetele Dr. Tuitele was born in Leone Village and graduated from
Samoana High School, American Samoa. He received a BS in Biology from
Truman State University, Missouri, and an MEd in Secondary Education and an
EdD in Educational Leadership from Brigham Young University, Utah. He
worked in education as a high school principal, classroom teacher, and educa-
tional administrator with the American Samoa Department of Education
Central Office. Malaetele Dr. Tuitele also served on the Territorial Planning
Commission, the American Samoa Government Scholarship Board, and the
Board of Higher Education. He was Program Director of Goals 2000, Program
Director of Teacher Certification, Deputy Director of Instructional Services,
and Chairman—American Samoa Humanities Council.

Malaetele Dr. Tuitele is remembered as a dedicated educator and public
servant committed to providing the best educational opportunities to the chil-
dren of American Samoa and the Pacific. He also provided invaluable leader-
ship and vision to PREL.

during the day and at night knowing
that we are safe and that our home is
safe? Or, would we rather live in a
place where everyone lives in fear
because of the distrust and hate that
some people have of other people
whom they consider less important,
less valuable, or substandard, simply
because they might look different, or
because they may not make a certain
amount of money, or because their job
isn’t connected with status and pres-
tige? In the end, life asks us this very
question and awaits our response. The
choice is ours, and I believe we will
make the right choice for our sake and
our children’s sake.

Dean Papadopoulos, PhD, contributing
writer, Northern Marianas College,
Saipan, CNMI, may be contacted at
cpapams96950@yahoo.com.
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