
FIND AND REMOVE DATA MINERS
AND MORE

By Tim Moline

When you visit websites, some of them may
place a small piece of code on your com-
puter that allows them to see where you have
been and where you go. They are spying on you!
They then sell this information to advertisers who
s t a rt sending you spam email and pop-up ads.

You can fight back! Two applications
recommended by PC Magazine a n d PC Wo r l d a re
A d - a w a re 6 and Spybot Search & Destro y. Used
t o g e t h e r, these utilities are quite effective in the
war against spam and unsolicited advert i s i n g .

Ad-aware
PC World’s 2002 Software Product of the Year,
Ad-aware scans your computer to find and
remove many different types of intrusive pro-
grams, including data mining, aggressive adver-
tising, parasites, dialers, browser hijackers, and
tracking components. Ad-aware is compatible
with most Windows operating systems.

Ad-aware originator Lavasoft claims that the
software makes it possible to surf the Internet
knowing that your privacy will remain intact.
You can download Ad-aware from
www.pcworld.com/downloads/file_description/
0,fid,7423,00.asp.

Spybot
If your browser crashes or if you notice changes
in your browser settings that you did not inten-
tionally make — for example, new toolbars or a
changed home page – your computer may have
spyware. This is a relatively recent type of
intrusive program that can collect information
about your computer activities and send it to
Internet marketers.

Spybot Search & Destroy is designed to find
and remove spyware. The program can also
clean usage tracks for those who share a com-
puter and don’t want other users to see what
they have worked on. Spybot Search & Destroy
can be downloaded at www.pcworld.com/
downloads/file_description/0,fid,22262,00.asp.

Tim Moline is the Technology Applications/Data
Management Specialist for the PREL Technology Center.

Tech Tips provides information on the use and mainte-
nance of computers. PREL offers no guarantee against
any loss that may occur to your computer system as a
result of using this advice. Professional assistance should
be consulted as appropriate.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCAT I O N
COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL REFORM
PROGRAM HOME PA G E
www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/compreform
This website provides information
about Compre h e n s i ve School Re f o r m
(CSR) legislation and funding, a
“W h a t’s New” section, and links to
Internet re s o u rces and related sites. In
the Pacific region, CSR funding is
a vailable for Hawai‘i, American Sa m o a ,
Guam, and the Commonwealth of the
No rthern Mariana Is l a n d s .

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT BY DESIGN
edservices.aea7.k12.ia.us/sibd
This site, developed by Debra J.
Corson of Area Education Agency 7 in
Iowa, includes a wide variety of ideas
and tools for school improvement.
Neatly organized to guide educators
through the school improvement
process, the path leads through five
activities: establishing direction,
involving the community, writing
plans, collecting and analyzing data,
and reporting progress. Each of these
sections has background reading,
guided exercises, and links to relevant
websites for further information.

NATIONAL STAFF DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
www.nsdc.org/educatorindex.htm
The “Ed u c a t o r s” section of the
National Staff De velopment Council
(NSDC) website contains useful
information about school improve-
ment and staff development. NSDC’s
n ewsletter has summaries of journal
a rticles on school improve m e n t ,
organizational planning, training,
and managing change. Click on
“Tools for Schools” in the second
paragraph to see selected art i c l e s
f rom previous issues.

These websites we re active as of Se p t e m b e r
2003. PREL cannot guarantee that they
will continue to be available for any
given period of time.

Links to Helpful Education Resourc e s
>fi n d i to n l i n et e cht i p s
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