
Pa l a u
The 9th Festival of Pacific Arts took place in Palau this past July.
The festival, held once every 4 years, drew participants from 27
Pacific countries and territories and attendees from around the
world. The festival celebrates traditional and contemporary arts of
all kinds, from tattooing to theatre. The next Pacific Arts Festival
will be held in 2008 in American Samoa. More information about
the Palau festival is available at www.festival-pacific-arts.org.

Ya p
On April 9, Typhoon Sudal hit Yap with winds of 125 mph and
devastating flooding. Because the storm coincided with the high
tide, much of Ya p’s capital and commercial center of Colonia was
under water at the height of the storm surge. Though there were
no casualties, 80% - 90% of the island’s structures were destroyed
or severely damaged. Betel nut, taro, and other crops on the
island were also devastated.

Yap’s schools suffered extensive damage from the storm as
well. The remainder of the 2003-2004 school year was cancelled,
and nearly all of the island’s schools will open late for the 2004-
2005 school year.

R M I
The Ministry of Education has adopted the Cluster- P TA school
improvement model. The model brings parents, teachers, and com-
munity stakeholders from each school together in three clusters that
are organized by grade level and focused on national benchmarks
and assessments. The model, which was originally conceptualized
and developed in Majuro and Ebeye schools by the RMI Pa r e n t a l
Information and Resource Center at PREL, will now be adopted
n a t i o n w i d e .

C N M I
Antonio V. Deleon Guerrero was named president of Northern
Marianas College on July 29. He had been acting president
since Kenneth Wr i g h t’s resignation in Fe b r u a r y.
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n e w s
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aiting to board their flight to Hawai‘i,
passengers in Guam browse shops sell-
ing cigarettes for $20 per carton,
which is about half what they cost in
Hawai‘i. With the rise of global travel
and trade, public health issues like the

use of tobacco, alcohol, and illegal drugs increasingly
require global solutions. International organizations like
the World Health Organization (WHO) are sources of
valuable information on this subject.

The WHO Tobacco Free Initiative (TFI) is an attempt
to address the second major cause of death in the world by
changing public policy. The initiative promotes proven
strategies like banning advertisements for tobacco prod-
ucts, establishing smokeless environments to protect all cit-
izens, and increasing the size of health hazard messages on
cigarette packages. 

One project of the WHO TFI is the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC), which was
launched in 2000. The FCTC is an international agree-
ment to control the future spread of tobacco products
through rules addressing issues such as tobacco advertising
and the taxation of tobacco products. Four Pacific island
nations have signed this convention: the Federated States
of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the
Republic of Palau, and Samoa.

In June 2002, the WHO TFI held a meeting to develop
policy recommendations for reducing tobacco use and treat-
ing tobacco dependence. The resulting document, available
at www.who.int/tobacco/resources/publications/
tobacco_dependence/en, contains suggestions for govern-
ments, nongovernmental organizations, and health profes-
sionals. The recommended strategies include:

• changing public attitudes toward smoking and pro-
viding support for those who are trying to quit
through a public health approach,

• promoting the use of clinical best practices among
health professionals in order to help those addicted to
tobacco to quit successfully, and

• increasing awareness of the need to change social
norms by promoting the exchange of information.

More information about the WHO TFI is available at
www.who.int/tobacco/about/en.

Ha rvey Lee is a Pro g ram Specialist for the Pa c i f i c
C o m p re h e n s i ve Regional Assistance Ce n t e r. Contact him at
l e e h @ p re l . o r g . ★
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The WHO Tobacco Free Initiative

s Hemty Clement of
Namdrik Atoll in RMI
d e m o n s t rates tra d i-
tional Marshallese
canoe making at the
Pacific Arts Fe s t i va l .


