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Education Commissioner Rita H. Inos recently appointed
Dolores Taman and Janet Villagomez as principals of San
Vicente and Koblerville elementary schools, respectively.
Both women, previously acting principals, were given the
permanent positions based on recommendations by the prin-
cipal’s interview committee.

Kosrae’s biannual Education Week, facilitated by education
and PREL service center staff, principals, specialists, and PTA
officials, will be held at Kosrae State Gymnasium May 20-24,
2002. Debates, essay and poster contests, track and field
competitions, cultural presentations, and student displays are
just some of the activities planned for the week. The purpose
of this special event, which replaces regular classroom
instruction and typically hosts 500 participants, is to allow
teachers and students to share what they have learned dur-
ing the school year and to provide an opportunity for all
stakeholders to witness what has transpired through the
years. In the past, participants have included students, teach-
ers, parents, state government leaders, and people from the
private sector.

The Native Hawaiian Safe and Drug-Free (NHSDF) program
has a new home at PREL's Honolulu office. NHSDF’s mission
is to prevent substance abuse and violence among Native
Hawaiian youth grades K-12. Program staff provides culturally
appropriate educational services for schools and communi-
ties statewide. Activities include prevention presentations for
students, parents, and service providers, as well as program
development, family-based
activities, and other related
services. NHSDF and its five
staff members transferred
from Kamehameha Schools
on March 1st to complete
the last year of the pro-
gram’s current grant cycle.
For more information about
NHSDF services, please
contact Program Director
Alt Kagesa at (808) 441-
1300 or kagesaa@prel.org.

CLUB DRUGS

No Taste, No Color,
No Odor

ne Saturday night I was

sitting at a picnic table

eating with my two

nieces. One is a 7th

grader at a Honolulu

District school and the
other is a 9th grader at a Central District
school. We had the following conversa-
tion.

Uncle: “What's a rave?”

Niece 1: “It’s a club for dancing and

they do not sell alcohol.”

Niece 2: “I’s a place to go dancing and

a style of dancing with light sticks.”

Uncle: “Do people use drugs at a

rave?”

Niece 1: “Yeah, they use ecstasy.”

Uncle: “Do you know someone using

ecstasy?”

Niece 1: “No, but I know someone

using marijuana.”

A “rave club” is literally wall-to-wall
10,000 watt sound with lasers and lights
to over-stimulate the senses. Many mid-
dle and high school students are attracted
to these alcohol-free dances. Parents need
to know that another method of height-
ening the senses at the raves is to use
ecstasy. Teens needing more information
about ecstasy can access 165.112.78.61-
/NIDA_Notes/NNVol16N5/Conference.
html through a Web browser. Parents,
educators, and youth workers who want
to know more about raves and “club
drugs” can find additional information at
www.health.org/govpubs/phd852i/index.
htm. My next column will focus on the
use and effects of these drugs.

Harvey Lee is a PREL Program Specialist.
He is available at (808) 441-1300 and
leeh@prel.org.
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