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Guam
After almost a year of double sessions, students at Price Elementary
School returned to a regular schedule November 17, when 17 new
classrooms were completed. The classrooms replace those destroyed
by last December’s Supertyphoon Pongsona. Work continues at other
Guam schools; a total of 117 classrooms are being rebuilt at 14 of the
island’s public schools.

Hawai‘i
A five-year grant from the U.S. Department of Education will
strengthen violence- and drug-prevention among Native Hawaiian
students. PREL’s Na– Hoa Ho‘o–la program will receive $637,393 in
annual funding from the Safe and Drug-Free Schools and
Communities program.

PREL
PREL received a Healthy Workplace Award (HWA) from the Hawai‘i
Psychological Association for its staff development program and
community participation. PREL was also recognized as one of
Hawai‘i’s top 250 businesses by Hawaii Business Magazine.

Region
The European Union has announced grants of more than $8 million
to fund basic education in the Federated States of Micronesia, the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and 12 other Pacific nations. New
Zealand will contribute an additional $3 million.

More than 1,500 pairs of eyeglasses were distributed free of charge to
people in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the
Republic of Palau, Chuuk, Kosrae, Pohnpei, and Yap. The eyeglasses
were donated by the Lions Clubs of Hawai‘i and distributed by PREL in
cooperation with the Pacific Island Health Officers Association (PIHOA).

Yap
On November 25 Typhoon Lupit hit Ulithi Atoll and Woleai and Fais
islands, causing extensive property damage but no injuries. The
storm forced school closings of a week or more in these areas. Leaks
destroyed instructional materials in some classrooms. Crops were
also damaged, and this year’s harvest will be significantly impacted.
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Drug Testing or
Behavioral Assessments?
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O
ne way of addressing drug prob-
lems in schools is through drug
testing. Some educators believe
that this approach will reduce
the number of students who use
drugs. But does drug testing

prevent drug use?
In a 2003 study published in the Journal of

School Health, Ryoko Yamaguchi, Lloyd Johnston,
and Patrick O’Malley explored this question.
They found no relationship between drug testing
and students’ drug use. (See Relationship Between
Student Illicit Drug Use and School Drug-Testing
Policies, available at www.openminds.com/
indres/SchoolDrug2003.pdf.) Student attitudes
and behaviors, however, are valid predictors of
drug use.

Behavioral and attitudinal assessment, com-
bined with student counseling, is a better
approach than drug testing. Student Assistance
Programs (SAPs) provide an opportunity for
adults to listen to what students have to say
about drug use. During these discussions, educa-
tors are able to conduct informal assessments. 

If drug testing is being considered at your
school, you should review a 2002 report by the
Office of National Drug Control Policy called
What You Need to Know About Drug Testing in
Schools (www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/
publications/drug_testing). The report suggests
that schools should take steps to ensure commu-
nity support before they commit to the process.
In addition, they should document the need for
drug testing, secure an attorney familiar with
case law, and enlist the assistance of drug treat-
ment counselors. Most importantly, the report
emphasizes that “drug testing is not to trap and
punish students who use drugs . . . it is to pre-
vent drug dependence and to help drug depend-
ent students become drug free” (p. 16).

I leave you with the following questions:
• Do we need drug testing or behavioral and

attitudinal assessments in our schools?
• Are our schools providing adequate coun-

seling and treatment for students who need
help with drug abuse?

Harvey Lee is a Program Specialist for the Pacific
Regional Comprehensive Assistance Center.

In Memoriam
Callistus Legdesog, a respected
Yap educator, passed away in
early September. He was a
Pacific Educator in Residence at
PREL from 1992-1995 and a
founding member of the Pacific
Curriculum and Instruction
Council (PCIC). In April, while
serving as Yap’s Deputy Director
of Education, he completed a
Master of Science degree pro-
gram in Instructional Technology
and Telecommunications from
Western Illinois University.
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