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Teacher, can you please help
me spell ‘name’?” asked a
brave 1st grader who had been

biting on his pencil and struggling to
complete a trial test item that required
him to “draw a picture and describe it
in 3-or-more-word sentences.”

A simple question, but one that has
lots of implications for us: the teach-
ers, parents, and mentors working to
develop curriculum standards and
items for the Republic of the Marshall
Islands (RMI) National Standards-
Based Assessment.

Am I helping my students meet the
standards? Do I have any say in what
my child is learning at school? How
can I help my child learn what is
expected? How am I supporting the
teachers so they can help students
reach the standards expected of them
at the end of certain grade levels? Do
I set clear directions when developing
assessment questions? How do I make
connections with those who are most
concerned about their children, the
parents? 

These are just a few questions that
ran through my mind during and
after administering a trial standards-
based assessment in one of the iso-
lated schools in RMI. In these small
schools, any “outside” test, even just a
trial, is a big event that causes stress
and anxiety. Students are too well-
mannered and respectful to speak up
on their own, especially to a stranger.
Having a very brave child overcome
such restrictions during the test
started me thinking about the work
that has been going on in the central
office and how it affects the students,
teachers, and parents in school com-
munities. 

For the last several years, under the
guidance of Dr. Kathleen Busick, a
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RMI Parents Provide Important Input 

DEVELOPING NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS

“

sFor effective implementation, it is
important to involve major stakeholders,
including parents and other community
members, in the process of developing
curriculum standards and assessment
instruments.
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