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S U P P O R T I N G
H E A LT H
L I T E R A C Y
NCLB Funds Community
Learning Centers

B y  H a r v e y  L e e

O
ne important component of the
No Child Left Behind Act of
2001 (NCLB) is Title IV, Pa rt
B, more commonly known as
the 21st Century Community
Learning Centers. The pro g r a m

offers competitive grants to establish or
expand learning centers that help students
meet standards in core subjects by offering
activities that strengthen and complement
c l a s s room curricula. Programs and serv i c e s ,
which are offered outside regular school hours,
can be as varied as tutoring, drug and violence
p re vention, art and music, technology, and
re c reation. The centers are also expected to
offer literacy and related educational deve l o p-
ment for members of students’ families.

The goal is to foster a safe and dru g - f re e
learning environment that supports academic
a c h i e vement. T h rough the community learn-
ing centers, students re c e i ve supervision before
and after school and during summer va c a t i o n
while their parents are at work. The centers
i m p rove students’ reading and pre ve n t i o n
skills, reducing the possibility of future health
p roblems or risky behavior by increasing com-
p rehension of fitness and pre vention messages
and promoting healthy lifestyle choices.

A good source of information about the
community centers and N C L B is No Child
Left Behind: A Desktop Re f e re n c e, available at
w w w. e d . g ov / o f f i c e s /O E S E/ re f e rence. Copies of
the re p o rt can also be requested via fax
( 3 0 1 - 4 7 0 - 1 2 4 4 ), phone (1 - 8 7 7 - 4 - E D - P U B S) ,
and email (edpubs@inet.ed.gov). Alternate
formats such as Braille, large print, or
audiotape can be obtained by calling
(202) 260-9895 or (202) 205-8113.

For more information, please contact Harvey
Lee, Program Specialist for the Pacific
Comprehensive Regional Assistance Center, at
leeh@prel.org. ★


