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school, even after classes we re ended.
Students and teachers alike had become
c o m f o rtable at school and we re proud of
it. The community of Peleliu was, too,
for they knew that their island was now
distinguished for more than its fabled
athletic ability.

Pohnpei, FSM
Orderliness is the watchword at Seinwar
Elementary School in Pohnpei,
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM).
For years Seinwar has had the reputation
of being one of Pohnpei’s very best pub-
lic schools. The orderliness is visible
everywhere: in the neatly kept grounds,
in the zoris lined up outside the class-
room doors, and in the line of students
walking single file on one side of the
road on their way to and from school.

When one of the teachers says that
discipline in this school is “mighty
strong,” the visitor is immediately pre-
pared to accept this statement as the
truth. Student absenteeism is very low,
and teacher absenteeism, a chronic prob-
lem in most other schools, is almost nil.
Most teachers arrive at 7:30 a.m., a half
hour before the first classes begin, and
they are often there until 4:30 or 5:00
p.m., correcting papers and preparing
lessons for the following day.

The former principal, Mr. Eugenio
Ardos, was the undisputed master of the
ship for the 30 years that he held that
position. His successor enjoys the same
respect from staff and students and is
committed to the same standards of
excellence. If the principal speaks with
authority, it is because he has the sup-
port of the community. From the begin-
ning, the community exercised strong
control over school policies and the
selection of teachers. The people of
Seinwar never relinquished to the MOE
the responsibility for the management of
what they continued to regard as their
own school. (For more on Seinwar
Elementary School, see “Pohnpeian
Leaders,” p. 13.)

Leadership
What’s the secret of success in schools
like Likiep, Peleliu, and Seinwar? Each of
them has had strong administrative lead-
ership, usually from the principal. Each
of them has the backing of a strong,

tight-knit community. There may be
other factors that strengthen schools, but
the bottom line seems to be strong lead-
ership and a sense of community owner-
ship of the school. 

Francis X. Hezel, S.J., is the Director of
Micronesian Seminar, a pastoral-based
research institution serving Micronesia.
For many years, he taught at and directed
Xavier High School, a Catholic school
located in Chuuk, FSM. ★

BOOK REVIEW
More Math Games and Activities From Around the World by Claudia Zaslavsky
(Chicago Review Press, 2003).

Mathematics is a challenging subject for students all over the world. More
Math Games and Activities From Around the World uses games and common
objects like the five-pointed star to teach mathematical skills, including geom-
etry, measurement, and counting.

Chapters on board games, numbers, puzzles, and patterns allow students to
focus on mathematics while providing background information on a wide va r i e t y

of cultures. All of these activ-
ities can be performed either
in a classroom or at home
with parents and friends. In
most cases, the activities
re q u i re only common
o b j e c t s .

Mathematics can be
taught in unexpected ways.
For example, embroidery,
beadwork, quilting, and
weaving are art forms that
can be used to teach mathe-

matics through symmetry and patterns. These cultural artifacts are popular in
many countries, including Hungary, Japan, and the U.S. Tic-tac-toe and other
“three-in-a-row” games that teach strategy and statistics are common in
England, China, Spain, South Africa, and Italy.

Although the book does not cover games of the Pacific region, Zaslavsky’s
earlier book, Math Games and Activities From Around the World (Chicago
Review Press, 1998), does include games from Hawai‘i, the Philippines, and
New Zealand. Activities in both books teach mathematical concepts, problem
solving strategies, spatial relations, and critical thinking, as well as providing
cultural information. In addition to satisfying students’ natural curiosity about
the world around them, these activities offer the beauty of art and the fun of
games. A chart at the end of the book relates activities to the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics 2000 Standards.

Zaslavsky has written more than 10 books on multicultural mathematics
games and more than 50 articles on mathematics and mathematics education.
A few of the games from this book will be available through the
Ethnomathematics Digital Library (EDL) at www.ethnomath.org. To find
these games and others like them in the EDL, browse by subject and click on
the heading “Games and toys.”

Gretchen Solting is the Ethnomathematics Digital Li b ra ry As s i s t a n t . ★
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