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American Samoa
On January 5, Cyclone Heta hit American Samoa, causing extensive property
damage and many injuries. The cyclone, which at its height reached catego-
ry five strength, also struck Samoa, Tonga, and the Cook Islands, before
inflicting severe damage on Niue. 

CNMI and FSM
Presidents Kenneth Wright of Northern Marianas College (NMC) and Dr.
Michael Tatum of the College of Micronesia-FSM (COM-FSM) have resigned.
Tony Deleon Guerrero has taken over as acting president of NMC and
Spensin James is now the acting president of COM-FSM.

R M I
A new National Vocational Training Institute will begin offering classes next
August. The institute is part of the Skills Training and Vocational Education proj-
ect, which is funded by a loan from the Asian Development Bank. The institute
will provide general and vocational training from grade 9 through the postsec-
ondary level to students who do not pass the public high school entrance test.

C h u u k
A new children’s book in
Chuukese retells the traditional
U w a w legend and relates it to
the contemporary issue of envi-
ronmental conservation. Wr i t t e n
and illustrated by Xavier High
School students Monessa Kim
and Dalina Alafanso Nero, the
book retells the legend explain-
ing how the u w a w (a species of
bird that is endemic to Chuuk
and is endangered due to habitat
loss) got its black face and beak,
and encourages children to take care of forests and mangroves.

S a m o a
Ministers of education of 14 Pacific nations met in Apia on January 28-29 at a
conference organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The conference focused on assessing
implementation of UNESCO’s Education for All program and on discussing
ways to overcome the challenges in education that are specific to the region.

Re g i o n
PREL is piloting a new distance learning course designed to help teachers
address the unique beginning reading needs of lower elementary students in
the Pacific region. The course, Comprehensive Literacy Framework for the
Pacific Region, K-3, is based on best practices in the teaching of early read-
ing literacy in English. Participants are asked to reflect on these ideas and are
encouraged to adapt the content in order to establish the most appropriate
early literacy practices for their cultural and linguistic settings.

P R E L
The NEARStar program’s website (www.nearstar.org) has received a BESSIE
award for the best ESL website. The BESSIE awards are given by ComputED
Learning Center in San Diego to recognize innovative and high-quality web-
sites and programs from around the world.

P A C I F I C
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n a small island school, a classroom of
30 students quietly listens to the
teacher’s lecture on the dangers of
tobacco as part of a drug prevention
unit. In another classroom, the stu-
dents work in small groups facilitated

by peers, discussing the content of InfoFacts
(information sheets listing the effects of dif-
ferent substances on the body, available at
www.drugabuse.gov/Infofax/Infofaxindex.
html). The students are noisy, but focused
on the task of creating a cross-peer presen-
tation for the elementary school. 

Did you ever wonder what makes a uni-
versal school-based drug pre vention pro g r a m
w o rk? In the article “School-Based Ad o l e s -
cent Drug Pre vention Programs: 1998 Me t a -
a n a l y s i s” (Jo u rnal of Pr i m a ry Pre ve n t i o n ,
2 0 0 0), re s e a rcher Nancy Tobler and her asso-
ciates re p o rted that interactive programs we re
found to be an effective method of delive ry.
Programs using the lecture format to teach
the drug facts or using programs that are not
i n t e r a c t i ve to enhance self-esteem we re found
to have little or no effect.

Tobler also found that mental health cli-
nicians and peer educators were effective in
leading interactive programs. The Republic
of Palau, with a population of 20,000, is
home to two programs that have adopted
the successful strategies of using interactive
prevention programs and peers to deliver
the message to other students. The
Ministry of Education supports the use of
peer educators through the Pride Club at
Palau High School, and the Ministry of
Health organizes youth leaders known as
the VIP, sponsored by the Tobacco
Coalition. The role of the student educa-
tors is to deliver drug prevention informa-
tion at the classroom and community level
using multiple methods of instruction.

For more information, contact Ha rvey Lee,
Pro g ram Specialist for the Pa c i f i c
C o m p re h e n s i ve Regional Assistance Ce n t e r,
at leeh@pre l . o r g . ★
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Work Best


