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IMAGE TO WORD – WORD TO IMAGE
Materials Development With Heart
B y  L o r i  P h i l l i p s

T
he room is silent as we finish reading aloud the
book I’ll Love You Forever by Robert Munsch.
Next, Hawaiian storyteller Makia Malo tells of his
lost love, a turtle he was forced to let go when he
was 10. In small groups, teachers and students
share stories of loved ones lost or loved ones

shared. After viewing a painting by Mark Stock titled “The
Butler In Love,” we engage in art criticism and explore ques-
tions that invite critical thinking. Only after creating meaning
through read alouds, storytelling, and discussion do we move
to the next stage . . . creating our own images.

Gisella Guile, a teacher at Mount Santa Rosa El e m e n t a ry
School in Guam, paints oil pastel figures that re vo l ve around the

family grandmother. The brightly colored Carolinian m w a a r
(head lei) and mestisa (traditional Chamorro dresses) add to the
sense of movement. The next step for workshop participants is
to “p l a y” with words – both in oral and written form. “By begin-
ning with oral stories and thinking critically about concre t e
images and the feelings they express,” Guile explains, “c h i l d re n
begin to see words as fun and to understand how powe rful they
a re. This process allows my students to quickly put their visual
memories and stories on paper. ”

The students draw on the images they created in their
paintings to initiate the writing process. According to the
National Reading Panel (2000), comprehension improves
through assessment and instructional strategies in storytelling,
retelling, and critical thinking processes. Since our own stories
and images are exciting to us and concrete enough to discuss,
they are a natural stepping-stone that helps students make the
transition to the abstract world of words.

Image to Word – Word to Image workshops present a
materials and professional development process that strives to
improve literacy while creating culturally relevant reading
materials in the Pacific region. Each lesson focuses on a specific
language arts standard. The session described above focused on
story elements. The next session might focus on parts of
speech or descriptive language. Either way, workshops help stu-
dents connect the abstract world of written words with their
own experiences.

Lori Phillips is the Director of the Pacific Center for the Art s
and Humanities in Education. For more information about
Image to Wo rd – Wo rd to Image workshops, contact her at
p h i l l i p l @ p re l . o r g . ★

sImages created in Image to Wo rd workshops serve as a start i n g
point for student writing.

B y  P a m  L e g d e s o g

Yap Tackles Distance: Reaching Te a c h e rs in Remote Sites

Geographic remoteness of schools presents a challenge for many
Pacific school systems. In Yap State in the FSM, the De p a rt m e n t
of Education (DOE) serves schools that are separated from the
main island by hundreds of miles of ocean. To better provide in-
s e rvice training for teachers of mathematics and science, the Ya p
DOE formed school-zone core training teams. These teams con-
sist of selected classroom teachers and zone leaders and specialists
f rom the Yap DOE central office staff.

During summer 2002, the core training teams attended a
training of trainers workshop to pre p a re them to provide support
for other mathematics and science teachers at their schools. T h e
i n t e n s i ve summer work s h o p, sponsored by the Pacific Ma t h e m a t i c s
and Science Regional Consortium, focused on standard s - b a s e d
a p p roaches. Trainers participated in activities designed to build
their content and pedagogical knowledge and instructional and
facilitation skills. Trainers re c e i ved a package of materials for use

in the workshops they would present during the upcoming ye a r.
As part of this PD event, the core training teams deve l o p e d
implementation plans for schools in their zones. Plans included
the design of initial trainings and of follow-up activities.

Implementation is well underw a y, and more than 75% of
state schools have now been reached. The remaining schools
began their workshop sessions in spring 2003. The target date
for completion of initial trainings is April 2003. De b r i e f i n g
and follow-up planning will be conducted during summer
2003. So although providing in-service training for teachers
in remote locations does present a challenge, the Yap DOE is
e f f e c t i vely meeting these needs by building the capacity of
local trainers.

Pam Legdesog is a Field-Based Program Specialist for the Pacific
Mathematics and Science Regional Consortium. ★


